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Lines from the Leader 
 
I hope you all survived Tropical Storm Irma in good 
shape. It seems that the southeast and northeast 
parts of our state have the most significant damage. 
We got a lot of useful rainfall from this massive storm 
that puts us in better shape going into the more dry 
time of year. My sympathies go out to those who lost 
most or all of their possessions due to this event. I 
am deeply saddened by the loss of lives during this 
time and hope these families find a way to cope with 
the loss of loved ones. Both the Gulf coast from 
Harvey and the Caribbean up into South Florida and 
some areas beyond have a long and difficult time 
ahead to rebuild and replace that which was lost. I 
have been very gratified at the outpouring of good 
deeds from people who showed up to help and bring 
some assistance to those in need. This country is 
bound together by a decent and far reaching code of  
conduct that revealed it's true colors during a time of 
tragedy. We cannot forget that this struggle for the 
storm victims is just beginning, there is a tremendous 
amount of clean up to be done and as of this writing 
the water is still rising in South Florida. I wish them 
all good luck and godspeed in their recovery. 
 
Back here the Georgia DNR and U.S. Forest Service 
have asked us to be alert as we head into our 
recreation areas. There are a lot of trees down and 
some partially down, leading to issues with roads 
and streams. Some of the Forest Service and WMA 
roads have a lot of erosion and even a couple of 
collapsed areas due to mud slides. Make sure to 
check before you head out if the area you are going 
to is open and accessible. There have been requests 
from both of these groups to stay away from clearing 
crews and allow them to do their job. 

The end of summer for us in near at hand, We have 
enjoyed a much cooler and wetter summer than last 
year. This should hold good favor for our fisheries, 
we can expect great cool flows from our tail waters 
and much needed replenishment of our ground water 
to keep our mountain streams in good shape going 
into fall. So go out and enjoy some great fall fishing, 
see you there! 
 
Best to you all, 
 
Steve Westmoreland 
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Elections to be held at our September meeting. 
 
Meeting to be held at Hudson Grille in Kennesaw. 
Meeting to start at 7:00pm. The following officers are 
up for reelection: 
President- Steve Westmoreland 
Vice-President- Don Thompson 
Treasurer- Kenn Walker 
Secretary- Sid Wilson 

 
The following are candidates for the Board of 
Directors: 
Cameron Furr 
Robert Hermann 
Mack Martin 

 
Please plan to attend and vote. 

 
Guest Speaker for August  
 
Carson Chang will make a presentation to the TU 
Cohutta Chapter at the Tuesday September 
26th monthly meeting on her 2017 Trout Camp 
experience.  Her presentation will include a video of 
Carson catching BIG fish at Trout Camp--don't miss 
it! 

        Calendar of Events    

Chapter Meeting                                   September 26 
SOTM-Rattler Ford                               October 13-15 
Chapter Meeting                                        October 24 
Shrimp Boil                                              December 9 

Meetings are held at the  
 Hudson Grille in Kennesaw. 

Social Hour: 6:00-7:00pm 
Meeting: 7:00pm 

 2500 Cobb Place Lane NW Kennesaw, GA 30144, 
the fourth Tuesday of the month. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Chang Scores Big at Georgia Trout Camp 

Local Student Wins Three Awards at Georgia Trout 
Camp 

0 

By Tim Small (Patch Poster) - Updated June 23, 
2017 2:43 pm ET 

 
Nineteen boys and five girls from all across Georgia 
recently participated in the 14th Annual Georgia 
Trout Camp, sponsored by Georgia Trout Unlimited. 
The camp took place at the Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School in Clayton, GA. 

The kids learned and practiced the sport of fly 

fishing, studied sound conservation practices, 
released 2,000 trout into the Tallulah River, and 
enjoyed a fun and rewarding camping experience. 
They received hands-on instruction from 34 
members of Georgia Trout Unlimited and previous 
graduates of Georgia Trout Camp. 

Camp partners included the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources and the U.S. Forest Service. 

Decatur resident Carson Chang, who represented 
the Cohutta Chapter of Trout Unlimited, won three 
awards: Casting Contest, Fly-Tying Contest, and the 
Julie Stalnaker Award. This award from the Georgia 
Women Fly Fishers is given to the camper who best 
exhibits Julie's traits of being positive, good natured, 
helpful and intelligent. 

Photo: (left to right) Mack Martin, Carson Chang and 
Terry Rivers 

 

https://patch.com/users/tim-small-cc733e9d
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Another Overview on Dry Fly 

Desiccant           

                  
I have commented on dry fly desiccants in the past 
because most desiccants are expensive and do not 
keep dry flies floating very long. The biggest reason 
for that is that they are not capable of really drying 
the fly that well and moreover the desiccants are 
made from silica gel/silica & clay and become 
contaminated with moisture from the flies that they 
attempt to dry. In addition, many fly fishermen also 
use hydrophobic powder but often do not get the best 
results from the use of those floatants. With that said, 
I want to pass along an experience that suggests there 
might still be some doubt about how some floatants 
work to keep dry flies floating.  

While on a recent trip to the West and floating down 
the Madison River with a guide that was promoted to 
be one of the best from Blue Ribbon Flies, I watched 
the guide prepare a tandem rig with two dry flies 
spaced about 1.5’ apart. After tying the rig on my 
leader he soaked each fly in a solution of alcohol and 
paraffin wax. With in a few minutes with the flies 
still wet he coated each fly with “Frogs Fanny” 
which is the most popular hydrophobic powder on 
the market. Soon after this application the flies 
quickly ceased to float. The guide wasted no time in 
getting the flies back on board and coating them 
again with hydrophobic powder. Again the flies 
would float well for about two casts and then sink. 
This process continued until I employed the use of 
the dry fly desiccant developed by AFFS. After 
drying the flies with this desiccant the flies would 
float for about 5 minutes and then start to float in the 
surface film. Now the fish did not know the 
difference, however the labor to keep the flies 
floating was quite different. Moreover, I recently 
read an article in Southern Trout regarding floatants 
and the suggested use of hydrophobic powder was 
very similar. 

So I am inclined to point out again that putting any 
hydrophobic powder on the wet surface of a dry fly 
will result in incomplete or very limited application 
and the performance of the fly to float will be 
significantly effected. If you don’t recall the material 
used in the AFFS desiccant is a combination of 
calcium sulfate (CaSO4) and hydrophobic powder. 
This material dries the fly 200 times greater than 
silica/clay applications. The CaSO4 eliminates the 
moisture by chemical action rather than soaking it up, 
as do the silica materials. If you do not recall the 
previous AFFS article on the desiccant here is a link:       
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d2acyjuyj5tujct/Floatants%20for%
20flatlanders.pdf?dl=0 

Mack Martin 

 

Editor’s note: AFFS has provided several samples to be raffled 
at our Sept. 26 meeting.   

 

DREAM TRIP TICKETS 

 
We have received our Dream Trip tickets for this 
season. The tickets are still $10.00 each and we 
have 200 to sell. Please plan to take some to sell or 
give to others. We have had two winners from our 
Chapter out of the last three years, this could be your 
lucky year. If there is anyone who would be willing to 
oversee the ticket sales, that would be greatly 
appreciated! It is not difficult and I am always here to 
help. 
Thank you, 
Steve 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/d2acyjuyj5tujct/Floatants for flatlanders.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d2acyjuyj5tujct/Floatants for flatlanders.pdf?dl=0
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Winston Air Rod & TFO BVK Reel Raffle 
 
The drawing for the  9' 5wt Winston Air Fly Rod and 
TFO BVK reel will happen at the October 24 chapter 
meeting.   Many of you took extra sheets of tickets to 
sell to others or planned to purchase some for 
yourself.  Please return all of the tickets that were 
assigned to you (with the $$) at the September 26 
Meeting. 
 
Also included in the raffle is one of the new Winston 
Energy fly lines. Total value of all items is well over 
$1,000.  The tickets are $3.00 each or 4 for $10.00. 
Looks like this will be another successful raffle to 
help fund our youth education programs. Thank you 
all.   Don Thomson 
 
 

 Stream of the Month 
 
BLUEBIRD.  GIN.  TIGHT.  SLURP, SLURP. 
 

 
 
We enjoyed almost perfect weather conditions up in 
the Cohutta Wilderness.  And, while Irma was 
churning towards the Florida Keys and Don is off 
ogling senoritas.  Didn't seem right!  The water was 
gin clear and it was everywhere!  The trail down to 
the river was muddied with water running across it to 
the river at every little gully.  A very, very good sign!  
Every casting lane was tight with over hanging rhodi 
branches.  Beautiful little native rainbows darted out 
to hit our DRY FLIES all day long! 
 
Emphasis on hit versus take...but trust me, damn 
near as much fun!  Timing and touch on your set was 
everything!  Robert said he launched his 1st two into 
the trees behind him! 
 

In summary, all of the above conspired to give us 
one of the very best small stream SOTM's we've had 
in quite awhile! 
 

 
 
Put it on your list of your to-do's! 
 
About a mile and a half down the trail the Bear 
Branch came crashing down out of nowhere thru the 
rhodi's to enter the Jacks.  We stopped at the 1st big 
campsite below their confluence for our rendezvous 
point. 
 
Robert chose to work upstream while the rest of us 
went downstream.  For future reference, he carried 
the day landing six and turning a 12 incher in a nice 
pool! 
 
Hint!  Hint!  He figures probably far less pressure up 
stream.  Couldn't possibly be his skill with the 8' 3 

weight�!  No way! 
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Fall is here!  She brings cooler temps and better 
fishing opportunities with her!  Look forward to many 
of you joining us at Rattler Ford and Big Snowbird 
Creek in October for another great rendition of this 
seasonal Cohutta Chapter tradition! 
 
Nelson, Larry and Jeff promise you will not go home 
hungry!  If you are unable to attend our September 
meeting please send me a note to ensure you are on 
the attendance list.   We need an accurate head 
count to help our grocery shoppers for this one! 
 
Slurp!  Slurp! 
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Remaining 2017 Stream of the Month Schedule 
Date Location Description 
October 13 Rattlers Ford Camping-

Wade 
November 11   Smith Creek Wade 
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“Small Stuff” That Puts Fish in the Net 

by Tim Lockhart 

 
Playing your fish at close range, even directly 
underneath you, is not a bad option when it comes 
to control. Photo: Scott Salzer 
 

Let’s look at the little things that add up by the time 

you zero in on the action. From a lot of trial and 

error, I can offer up the following pointers that have 

proven to bring pretty consistent results when it 

comes to “closing the sale.” As always those results 

tend to materialize over time with a bit of practice 

and, whether intuitive or not, each is reasonably 

straightforward to perform. Keep in mind, you have 

other options that may suit you better. 

Set the hook before each cast. You heard it right, 

and I catch an average of one or two fish per outing 

this way. It’s very easy—just do a hook-setting 

motion every time you pick the line up out of the 

water to recast. Trout love to follow retrieves all the 

way in, then grab at the last moment. I always pause 

a second before picking up and then set the hook as 

if I got hit. A surprising number of times something 

will actually be there with its mouth around the fly. 

On any miss, don’t pick up right away. Instead, 

stay the course with your retrieve and hold steady for 

a follow and second take. (Remember that hook set 

when you recast!) In my experience, making the 

same cast can bring on a subsequent strike, and I’ve 

taken my share of trout this way. However, as a rule 

of thumb, the larger the fish and the more shallow its 

location, the lower your odds are on second cast. I 

usually make the second cast, move on, and then 

come back ten or fifteen minutes later for one last 

visit. That’s a good way to find either success or 

closure. 

Hint: Taking that second shot works quite well when 

trolling. On any hit or miss, do an about-face and troll 

right back over the same area. I find the odds to be 

even better for this method given the depth involved, 

since they’re anything but bashful in that zone. 

 

 

Unattached or unattended, either can be a costly 
mistake when water is involved. 

 

Playing fish away from the reel. For smaller to 

average-size fish, I cannot tell you when I last used 

my reel to play and land a trout, lake or stream. By 

hand one can take in line much more quickly and 

also constantly adjust and control the tension 

depending on how the fish behaves. This is a very 

simple difference in method that brings great results 

and doesn’t take tons of practice to get good at. Note 

that when the big one calls your name, all bets are 

off. Go straight to your reel and let it run when it 

wants. Here the threat of a break-off is much greater, 

and you’ll want to afford the fish as much shock-

absorbing latitude as you can. Like a lot of things, I 

had to learn this the hard way a few times. My worst 

was on the Yakima River when, without thinking, I 
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elected to play the fish of a lifetime away from my 

reel out of habit. According to statistics, if I fish the 

Yak regularly I’ll have another shot at one of those 

fish in ten years. I’ll be sure to put it on the reel when 

that happens. 

 

 
Buy “Stillwaters Simplified” in the MidCurrent 
Store 
 

Following stubborn fish while hooked. Mostly for 

float tubers, take advantage of your mobility by 

moving toward any trout that refuses to give way in 

your direction. I have no problem going to them 

whenever necessary. The sooner I can fight the fish 

from a close distance, the more control I have during 

battle. 

Landing from beneath. I prefer to land fish from 

underneath my float tube when it’s an option. It takes 

a little skill but is well worth it in terms of avoiding a 

last-second loss. From directly below, you can 

usually lift the fish straight up to the edge of your 

tube with the net waiting a foot or two away. At the 

last moment simply make a swift scoop as the trout 

nears the surface. I can do this most of the time with 

relatively little fuss compared to landing it from an 

outward position. 

Finally, here is a handful of lowest-hanging fruit 

when it comes to execution. These are the ones so 

basic that we often ignore them until we get bit. I 

treat each one like an essential part of my game, and 

all are self-explanatory: 

Never set your rod down to multitask. The issue with 

that should be obvious, unless you have yet to catch 

your first fish. 

Along the same lines, be conscious of anything not 

attached to you or your boat, especially your rod and 

reel. I have a few hundred bucks in equipment 

resting at the bottom of several lakes. I know right 

where it all is. 

 

Probably the best insurance policy there is for 
under ten bucks: a simple pair of tethers 
for Force Fins or similar costly gear make for great 
peace of mind. 

Check rod connections often. The only thing better 

than watching a section of your rod fly off during a 

cast is hearing a female connection crack during a 

cast. I have written a couple of warranty checks from 

this one. 

 

http://store.midcurrent.com/stillwaters-simplified-7-lessons-to-help-you-catch-more-fish-on-the-fly/
http://store.midcurrent.com/stillwaters-simplified-7-lessons-to-help-you-catch-more-fish-on-the-fly/
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Check your fly often. One of my worst pet peeves, I 

really hate wasting twenty or thirty minutes out there 

thinking I was presenting with a functioning hook, 

only to find it fouled up somehow. 

Always tether expensive fins. I’ve never lost a Force 

Fin and never plan to. 

Never overinflate. That applies to everything. 

When another angler is successful, ask about 

everything except the fly he is using. Not because it’s 

a secret—you simply don’t need that information. 

 For what it’s worth, I have yet to tell someone what 

fly I’m using or its color, and then watch them 

proceed to knock the lights out. 

Remove your fly before you correct tangled leader 

and tippet. Nine out of ten times it’s a lot faster to do 

this and just tie it back on.  

Excerpted with permission from Stillwaters 

Simplified: 7 Lessons to Help You Catch More Fish 

on the Fly(Stackpole Books, August 2017).  All rights 

reserved. 

 
  
Tim Lockhart has fished western Washington for 
over 30 years. He's fished throughout the West for 
bass, salmon, steelhead, and halibut in lakes, rivers, 
and salt water. He lives in Mill Creek, Washington. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership: 
Hello and wanted to be sure all know that we will 
now meet each 4th Tuesday of the month from 
January until October.  
 
We only have the September and October meetings 
left for this year, so hope to see you before we break 
for the holidays.  
 
We do not have any local chapter dues and you do 
not have to be a TU member to attend.   If you are 
not a TU member I hope that you consider joining 
TU, and in particular our chapter.  There is a special 
introductory offer which I would encourage you to 
check out and be sure to select Georgia, 242-
Cohutta. 
 
https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/intro 
 
 
 
A “Welcome” to those who have joined our 
chapter since our last newsletter.  We hope 
to meet you at one of our upcoming chapter 
functions.  Please feel free to contact one of 
the leaders of the chapter if you have any 
questions.   
 

Name and City 

Ed H. - Rockmart, Ga 

Tim L. - Atlanta, Ga 
 

 
 
 
If you have not “LIKED” our Facebook page you can 
follow updates during the month at: 
https://www.facebook.com/tucohutta/ 
 
and you can also refer to our Web page at: 
http://www.tucohutta.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/intro
https://www.facebook.com/tucohutta/
http://www.tucohutta.org/
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For our current members, some items to check: 

 Has your membership expired or will it soon? 
 Are you correctly assigned to our chapter?    

 (Cohutta 242) 
 
If you are not sure that you are correctly assigned to 
our chapter - or to check if your membership is 
current - please review your profile at 
http://www.tu.org/user. You can also contact me for 
assistance or to be added to our chapter’s email 
distribution list. 
 

     Tony Rackie 
Chapter Membership and information: 
tu242info@gmail.com 
 
To sign up for our Newsletters and emails: 
TU Chapter 242 email Sign-up 

 
 
 
 
Current Membership Info:  
(changes for last 30 days as of 09/12/2017) 
Active Members =   508 Prior Month = 517 
Renewed/Contributed = 31 
Soon to Expire (This Month) = 9 
Expired (Last Month) = 15 
Transferred In (30 days prior) = 5 
Transferred Out (30 days prior) =3 
Address Changes (30 days prior) = 0 

 
 
 
 
 

  
Source: 
https://leadersonly.tumembership.org/reports/chapter_membership_c
hanges/242 

 

 
Life Members: 
 
Our chapter now has 103 Life Members!  

Join as a TU Life Member and check out the 
current offer for a fly rod, reel, personalized Life 
Member certificate, member card, a lifetime of 
TROUT magazine and all other associated TU 
member benefits. 

 *Offer may change. Check the TU web site for details. 

https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/life 

Where do our members live?  

We also have members of our chapter with 
addresses in 6 other states.  
 
 
City and State Y 
Acworth, GA 32 
Alpharetta, GA 1 
Armuchee, GA 1 
Atlanta, GA 105 
Austell, GA 1 
Avondale Estates, GA 1 
Bowdon, GA 1 
Bremen, GA 3 
Buchanan, GA 1 
Canton, GA 40 
Carrollton, GA 9 
Cartersville, GA 12 
Dallas, GA 19 
Decatur, GA 1 
Douglasville, GA 19 
Eatonton, GA 2 
Fairmount, GA 1 
Gainesville, GA 1 
Griffin, GA 1 
Hiram, GA 4 
Kennesaw, GA 37 
Kingston, GA 1 
Lagrange, GA 1 
Lithia Springs, GA 1 
Mableton, GA 7 
Marietta, GA 92 
Powder Springs, GA 16 
Rockmart, GA 3 
Rome, GA 1 
Roopville, GA 1 
Roswell, GA 1 
Savannah, GA 1 
Smyrna, GA 28 
Sugar Hill, GA 1 
Summerville, GA 1 
Temple, GA 1 
Villa Rica, GA 7 
Waleska, GA 5 
White, GA 1 
Winston, GA 5 
Woodstock, GA 34 
 
 

http://www.tu.org/user
mailto:tu242info@gmail.com
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001-C0KnEtb87f0fiHda_OFXT_cV6SoH5dAtrHzWEKhqdI2dYByX7PCN1XeD49PazVJYrrOehflZ9-feH23YyFQN8Vb6f93Eq5Ff-5iiQdV9skjK6xsGoGZJ3G_B5we72mb4d1u675DamTby5JQhj1LiA%3D%3D
https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/life-may2016
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Sign up for TU or Renew Your TU Membership: 
https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/intro 

 
Please enter chapter 242-Cohutta to be sure you 
are assigned to our chapter 
 
 

 
 
 
Membership Level               Yearly Dues 
  
Stream Explorer (18 and under)        $12 
Special Introductory Rate >>>        $17.50 
Senior (62 or older)                     $20 
Regular                                        $35 
Contributor                                        $50 
Family                                        $55 
 
 

If anyone has pictures that they would like to share                  
please send them to tu242pics@gmail.com .   The link for 
the Chapter’s Pictures is: TU242_Pictures. 
  
We would like to have them for the newsletter and to show 
in our chapter meetings.   
 
 Also – if you have any info or articles for our chapter 
newsletter please send them to tu242news@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids are Members of Every Chapter 
 

 
 
TU has young youth members—called Stream 
Explorers—in every state.  Stream Explorers are 12 and 
under, and they often come to TU through a family 
member or chapter fishing day. Some Stream Explorers 
find TU through their school’s Trout in the Classroom 
program.  Their TU Stream Explorers has a discounted 
rate and is specially tailored just for kids. They get a 
membership card and our beautiful calendar, and then 
they get a special magazine just for them. More and more 
kids and families come to TU each year, all of them 
looking for ways to be outside and spend time on their 
home waters. Stream Explorers are the future of TU. 
 
For only $12 per year, Stream Explorers receive a TU 
membership card, special Stream Explorers decal, TU 
calendar, full chapter membership, and four issues per 
year of Stream Explorers magazine.  For just a little bit 
more, Stream Explorers can also get books, DVDs, or 
caps selected just for them.  Groups can buy Stream 
Explorers memberships at a discount, only $8 apiece for 
12 or more memberships.  Contact Headwaters Youth 
Program Staff for more information. 

 
 

http://www.tu.org/streamexplorers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/intro
mailto:tu242pics@gmail.com
http://tucohutta.org/photos/
mailto:tu242news@gmail.com
mailto:rgandour@tu.org
mailto:rgandour@tu.org
http://www.tu.org/streamexplorers
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Cohutta TU Chapter Supporters 

Thank these folks for supporting the Cohutta TU 

Chapter throughout the year. 

Chris Scalley River through Atlanta    
770-650-8630 www.riverthroughatlanta.com 

 
Henry Cowen Cowen's Quality Flies and Guide 
Service   henryc@marmellatacorp.com
  home 678-513-1934  cell 678-677-5382 
 
Tic Smith Southeastern Anglers   
866-55TROUT www.southeasternanglers.com
       ticboat@aol.com  

Mack Martin  Atlanta Fly Fishing School        
404-550-6890   www.atlantaflyfishingschool.com 

Andy Bowen Cohutta Fishing Company     
770-606-1100       www.cohuttafishingco.com 

 
John Fravel   Charred Oak Spirits 
 http://rjrspirits.com  Phone  888-917-9172 
 
Matt Walters Walters Fly Rods | Southeastern 
Fly Rods      404-507-6894
    http://www.waltersflyrods.com/ 
 
Joe DiPietro     North Georgia Trout Fishing
 706-851-4001  fannintrout@gmail.com 
   http://fannintrout.wix.com/troutman 
 
Mr. Wagner  Smithgall Woods    706-878-3087
  http://gastateparks.org/SmithgallWoods 
 

Willie Perry Fly Box Outfitters 678-594-7330
     www.flyboxoutfitters.com 

Jimmy Harris Unicoi Outfitters 706-878-3083
     www.unicoioutfitters.com 

 
 
 

http://www.riverthroughatlanta.com/
mailto:henryc@marmellatacorp.com
http://www.southeasternanglers.com/
mailto:ticboat@aol.com
http://www.atlantaflyfishingschool.com/
http://www.cohuttafishingco.com/
http://rjrspirits.com/
http://www.waltersflyrods.com/
mailto:fannintrout@gmail.com
http://fannintrout.wix.com/troutman
http://gastateparks.org/SmithgallWoods
http://www.flyboxoutfitters.com/
http://www.unicoioutfitters.com/
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