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LINES FROM THE LEADER 
  

Opportunity. 
 
This word connotes many things in many different 
areas. I am going to focus on how it relates to Trout 
Unlimited and our Cohutta Chapter. 
Opportunity to go fishing- This is a no brainer, we all 
would like more time to go get on the water and 
catch some fish. Never pass on that opportunity if 
you can help it. Time on the water adds to our overall 
enjoyment and gives a sense of peace and 
fulfillment. Never mind that I sometimes want to 
scatter my gear to the wind and walk away after a 
not so great day. Take time to appreciate your 
surroundings and what this beautiful blue ball has to 
offer. 
Opportunity to help restore a stream, brook, river. A 
great deal of satisfaction can be gleaned from putting 
a section of a watershed back as it needs to be. Due 
to high or low water flows, erosion, bad construction 
and such, our flowing waters can be adversely 
impacted and require our help to get them back in 
good order. Take the opportunity to work on a 
stream and go back in a few years to see the 
difference. Remember, fishing these waters can be a 
good research method, just saying. 
Opportunity to teach others what you know. This 
Chapter has a large number of folks with terrific skills 
in multiple areas. Use your time to pass along to 
others the skills you have and grant them the 
satisfaction you now enjoy. There are huge numbers 
of young people, veterans, retirees around that could 
benefit greatly from learning from you. Show them 
how to cast, tie flies, wade safely and how to conduct 
themselves streamside. 

Opportunity to expand your knowledge/skills. Learn 
from others the skills they have, this will make your 
time on the water a lot more enjoyable and 
productive. Not everyone has all the answers but, by 
sharing and asking questions we all benefit. I have 
been the recipient of many people showing and 
explaining techniques and procedures over the last 
many years and it has been greatly appreciated and 
I am passing it along. 
So when opportunity knocks, open the door invite it 
in, you may be surprised what you learn. 
 
See you on the water, 
Steve Westmoreland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER ELECTIONS 
 
We have upcoming elections at the September 
meeting on the 25th. Make sure to have your opinion 
heard or even better step up to a leadership role in 
the Cohutta Chapter and help drive. Looking for 
Board members and new Secretary and possibly 
Treasurer. Don’t be shy to put your hand up and help 
keep this Chapter moving in a positive direction. 
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GUEST SPEAKER FOR AUGUST 
 
Cassie Spurling is a Flyfishing Guide in North 
Carolina and North Georgia. She grew up in the 
mountains of western North Carolina, introduced to 
an outdoor lifestyle at an early age and has been 
flyfishing since the age of 6 in the various rivers, 
streams and lakes of western North Carolina and in 
the north Georgia region. As well as spending a 
good deal of time fishing out west.  
Cassie is involved with, and passionate about 
conservation and preserving our streams and rivers 
as well as ensuring a future for the sport of Flyfishing 
for generations to come.  
 
Along with guiding Cassie has fished some 
competitively, and was on a flyfishing scholarship at 
Lee Univeristy in Cleveland, Tn. She now resides in 
the mountains of North Carolina and continues to 
guide, live, and promote the outdoor lifestyle that she 
is so passionate about.  
 
Cassie has donated a ½ day guided trip to the 
chapter.  There will be a special raffle($5.00/ticket) 
for this trip at the August chapter meeting.   
 
 
 

  
Cassie Spurling 
 
 
 

                Calendar of Events   

Chapter Meeting                                         August 28    
SOTM- Ocmulgee River, Shoal Bass     September 8 
Chapter Meeting                                   September 25  
Chapter Meeting                                        October 23 
SOTM- Rattler Ford Campground        October 26-28     
 

Meetings are held at the  
 Hudson Grille in Kennesaw. 

Social Hour: 6:00-7:00pm 
Meeting: 7:00pm 

 2500 Cobb Place Lane NW Kennesaw, GA 30144, 
the fourth Tuesday of the month. 

 
 
UPCOMING SPEAKERS 
  
September- Mike Worley- Executive Director of 
Georgia Wildlife Federation- Georgia Stewardship 
Act- on the ballot in November. 
 
October -We have Robbinsville resident and 
accomplished Western NC native fishing guide 
Daniel Boone as our speaker. He will talk about 
fishing the streams in his area just before the Rattler 
Ford Campout. To support his two days off the 
water, the chapter will be selling raffle tickets for a 
1/2 day guided trip with Daniel. His trips cost $150 
for a half day. $10 tickets will be for sale at the 
meeting and available up until the October meeting. 
More about his guide service and the rivers in his 
area can be found 
at http://www.flyfishnorthcarolina.com/Guided-Fly-
Fishing-Trips.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.flyfishnorthcarolina.com/Guided-Fly-Fishing-Trips.html
http://www.flyfishnorthcarolina.com/Guided-Fly-Fishing-Trips.html
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Trout Camp (reprinted from the August 13th “Wolfpack 
Chronicles” The North Paulding County HS newsletter)   
 
Over the summer break, six former and current North 
Paulding students participated in the annual, 
"Georgia Trout Camp" event. Andrew Thompson and 
Aidan McGowen attended as campers. Hunter 
Pittman, Cameron Furr, Tucker Taylor, and Tripp 
Weaver, all former Trout Camp Graduates, served 
as young mentors and were assigned various tasks 
to help the campers learn the art of fly fishing and 
cold-water conservation. Mr. Rodney Tumlin, a 
NPHS science teacher, is the Director of Georgia 
Trout Camp. This was the 15th year of the week-long 
camp which is sponsored by the Georgia Council of 
Trout Unlimited. Students and mentors were housed 
on the campus of the Rabun Gap/ Nacoochee 
School in Rabun County. The campers ages range 
from 13-15.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Cohutta Chapter #242 Officers 

President 
Steve Westmoreland Phone                   770-403-0609 

Email       tu242prz@gmail.com 

Vice President 
Don Thomson      Phone                 678-296-5756 

Email    doniphan@comcast.net  

Treasure 

Kenn Walker  Phone                       770-377-5474 
                   E-mail           tu242tr@gmail.com  
Secretary 
Sid Wilson                Phone                  404-921-7615 

Email               tu242sec@gmail.com  

Stream of the Month 
Sid Wilson   Phone                   404-921-7615 
                                E-mail              sjwilson53@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Publisher and Editor/Fundraising 
Jeff Walters                                             404-557-0551 
E-mail                                     tu242newsletter@gmail.com 
 
Fisheries Development Committee 
Kevin Doyle                      Phone                   678-472-2074 
                          E-mail kdadoyle@bellsouth.com  
 
Membership Committee 
Tony Rackie  Phone                   770-712-7231 

Email       t_rack59@yahoo.com 
 

Web site                    Phone                        404-983-7732 
Jeff Wilson             Email             jwflyfish21@gmail.com 
 
 
TIC & Education 
John Dyke                  E-mail               InspectVA@aol.com 
 

Don’t forget to visit our Web Site at 
www.tucohutta.org 
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Uni-knot verses Duncan Loop…who’s knot is it? 

 
A recent trip to Wyoming by some anglers (you know the trouble makers) in the Cohutta Chapter resulted 
in an unexpected meeting with the inventor of the well known Duncan loop knot. They had forgotten or 
never read the history of the Duncan loop provided in past editions of the Korn Dunker. So I am providing 
the history again with hope that they will read it. 
 
The AFFS school has historically taught the Uni-knot as a loop knot that slips and allows for reopening the 
loop after the knot slips down to the hook eye. The Duncan loop on the other hand has been taught as a non-
slip loop knot that is tied in a very similar fashion as shown below: 

 
Duncan Loop 

 
 

Uni-Knot 

 
Examination of these knots clearly shows that they can be confused with each other. Moreover, the 
interactive knot websites and various literature describe the Uni-knot  and the Duncan loop as the same 
loop in some cases and on other sites and literature, the knots are distinguished as different knots. For 
instance, the Encyclopedia of Fishing Knots & Rigs  shows the Duncan loop tied as a non-slip loop as shown 
above and points out that the Duncan loop is often confused with the Uni-knot. Other websites refer to one knot 
(Duncan & Uni-knot) as identical and show them tied as shown above in the Uni-knot diagram.  In addition, some 
websites refer to the Uni-knot/Duncan loop as a non-slip loop when it is cinched up tight. The Duncan loop 
typically slips on all small tippet sizes (3x -8x), and may be difficult to slip on larger sizes. 
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So with that confusion the question that requires an answer is who was the original developer of the Duncan loop 
and how did the same knot get the name “Uni-Knot”? In addition, how did the non-slip                                                           
version get designated as the Duncan loop when the inventor never suggested tying the knot in that fashion? In 
order to address this question Norman Duncan was contacted and asked to provide some 
history on how the knots were introduced to the fishing industry and which knot is really the Duncan loop.  
 
Norman Duncan lives in south Florida and invented the slip version of the loop knot in 1962 and in a short time 
the knot became known as the Duncan loop. In the mid 1970’s  a local outdoor writer by the name of Vic 
Dunaway visited with Mr. Duncan and asked to see how this knot was tied. Norman showed him the details of the 
knot and several months later Mr. Dunaway published an article in a sportfishing magazine and claimed to have 
invented the a new knot called the “Uni-Knot”. This claim of a new knot was justified by opining that it was 
adapted to other applications for the knot. Those applications are not known and the Duncan loop and the “Uni-
Knot” became a knot known by two different names.  
 
The non-slip version of the Duncan loop that is documented in the Encyclopedia of Fishing Knots & Rigs is 
almost identical to the Duncan loop except that it is tied with the tag end of the line going around a loop on the 
standing line of the knot. This knot when it is completed will not slip and according to Norman Duncan is not his 
design and does not believe it was ever tested to compare its knot strength to the slip version of the real Duncan 
loop knot.  
 
In order to address the issue of knot strength between the slip and non-slip versions of the knot, the AFFS went 
back to Georgia Tech research lab (NEETRAC) and had the non-slip version tested. The average breaking strength 
for the two knots compared to the improved clinch knot is shown below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                
                        *  This knot was tested on nylon tippet with intrinsic strength lower than other tests                            
 
While it is expected that these results will vary with different tippet materials and probably with different size 
leaders, they show a clear trend in average strength. Moreover, additional tests made at the NEETRAC lab have 
shown that quality control in manufacturing nylon and fluorocarbon materials is not that well controlled and the 
breaking strength of some materials is very poor and well below advertised limits. 
 
This investigation did not turn up a developer for the non-slip version of the Duncan loop. However the loop knot 
is tied in a very similar fashion as the real Duncan loop and exhibits similar knot strength. This knot has 
application as another non-slip loop and could be used if the knot is easier to tie than other non-slip loops. 
However it is not a Duncan loop and the original Duncan loop should not be referred to as a Uni-knot.  
 

Mack Martin             

 

 
 
 
 

KNOT Average breaking strength (lbs.) 
Duncan loop (slip version) 5.4 lbs.  (82% of tippet strength) 
Duncan loop (non-slip version) 3.8 lbs (78% of tippet strength)* 
Improved clinch knot 5.73 lbs.  (87% of tippet strength) 
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Membership: 
Hello,  we will meet each 4th Tuesday of the month 
from January until October at the Hudson Grille in 
Kennesaw. 
 
We do not have any local chapter dues and you do 
not have to be a TU member to attend.   If you are 
not a TU member I hope that you consider joining 
TU, and in particular our chapter.  There is a special 
introductory offer which I would encourage you to 
check out and be sure to select Georgia, 242-
Cohutta. 
 
https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/intro 
 

A “Welcome” to those who have joined our 
chapter since our last newsletter.  We hope 
to meet you at one of our upcoming chapter 
functions.  Please feel free to contact one of 
the leaders of the chapter if you have any 
questions.   
 
Name and City 

Preston B. - Canton, Ga 

John L. - Woodstock, Ga 

Michael P. - Woodstock, Ga 
 

 
If you have not “LIKED” our Facebook page you can 
follow updates during the month at: 
https://www.facebook.com/tucohutta/ 
and you can also refer to our Web page at: 
http://www.tucohutta.org/ 
 
For our current members, some items to check: 

 Has your membership expired or will it soon? 
 Are you correctly assigned to our chapter?    
 (Cohutta 242) 

 
If you are not sure that you are correctly assigned to 
our chapter - or to check if your membership is 
current - please review your profile at 
http://www.tu.org/user. You can also contact me for 
assistance or to be added to our chapter’s email 
distribution list. 

     Tony Rackie 
Chapter Membership and information: 
tu242info@gmail.com 
 
To sign up for our Newsletters and emails: 
TU Chapter 242 email Sign-up 

Current Membership Info:  
(changes for last 30 days as of 08/13/2018) 
Active Members =   492 Prior Month = 492 
Renewed/Contributed = 26 
Soon to Expire (This Month) = 14 
Expired (Last Month) = 12 

 

Source: 
https://leadersonly.tumembership.org/reports/chapter_membership_c
hanges/242 

 

Life Members: 
Our chapter now has 105 Life Members!  

Join as a TU Life Member and check out the 
current offer for a fly rod, reel, personalized Life 
Member certificate, member card, a lifetime of 
TROUT magazine and all other associated TU 
member benefits. 

 *Offer may change. Check the TU web site for details. 

https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/life 

 

Sign up for TU or Renew Your TU Membership: 
https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/intro 

 
Please enter chapter 242-Cohutta to be sure you 
are assigned to our chapter 

 

 
 
 
Membership Level               Yearly Dues 
  
Stream Explorer (18 and under)        $12 
Special Introductory Rate >>>        $17.50 
Senior (62 or older)                     $20 
Regular                                        $35 
Contributor                                        $50 
Family                                        $55 

https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/intro
https://www.facebook.com/tucohutta/
http://www.tucohutta.org/
http://www.tu.org/user
mailto:tu242info@gmail.com
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001-C0KnEtb87f0fiHda_OFXT_cV6SoH5dAtrHzWEKhqdI2dYByX7PCN1XeD49PazVJYrrOehflZ9-feH23YyFQN8Vb6f93Eq5Ff-5iiQdV9skjK6xsGoGZJ3G_B5we72mb4d1u675DamTby5JQhj1LiA%3D%3D
https://leadersonly.tumembership.org/reports/chapter_membership_changes/242
https://leadersonly.tumembership.org/reports/chapter_membership_changes/242
https://gifts.tu.org/life-jan2018?ms=MWL-WFO-WLIFE1801WL-T1&_ga=2.82459152.763136967.1518813025-2027281234.1513941566
https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/intro
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Where do our members live?  
We also have members of our chapter with 
addresses in 6 other states.  
 

City and State 

Acworth, GA 31 

Alpharetta, GA 1 

Atlanta, GA 92 

Avondale Estates, GA 1 

Bremen, GA 2 

Buchanan, GA 2 

Canton , GA 1 

Canton, GA 45 

Carrollton, GA 9 

Cartersville , GA 1 

Cartersville, GA 15 

Dallas, GA 16 

Decatur, GA 2 

Douglasville, GA 17 

Eatonton, GA 2 

Fairmount, GA 1 

Fayetteville, GA 1 

Gainesville, GA 1 

Griffin, GA 1 

Hiram, GA 2 

Kennesaw, GA 33 

Kingston, GA 1 

Lithia Spgs, GA 1 

Lithia Springs, GA 1 

Mableton, GA 5 

Marietta, GA 102 

Powder Springs, GA 11 

Rockmart, GA 3 

Rome, GA 1 

Roswell, GA 1 

Savannah, GA 1 

Smyrna, GA 29 

Villa Rica, GA 5 

Waleska, GA 5 

White, GA 1 

Winston, GA 3 

Woodstock , GA 1 

Woodstock, GA 38 

 
 
 
If anyone has pictures that they would like to share                  
please send them to tu242pics@gmail.com .   The link for 
the Chapter’s Pictures is: TU242_Pictures. 
  

We would like to have them for the newsletter and to show 
in our chapter meetings.   
 
 Also – if you have any info or articles for our chapter 
newsletter please send them to tu242news@gmail.com. 

 
Kids are Members of Every Chapter 
 

 
 
TU has young youth members—called Stream 
Explorers—in every state.  Stream Explorers are 12 and 
under, and they often come to TU through a family 
member or chapter fishing day. Some Stream Explorers 
find TU through their school’s Trout in the Classroom 
program.  Their TU Stream Explorers has a discounted 
rate and is specially tailored just for kids. They get a 
membership card and our beautiful calendar, and then 
they get a special magazine just for them. More and more 
kids and families come to TU each year, all of them 
looking for ways to be outside and spend time on their 
home waters. Stream Explorers are the future of TU. 
 
For only $12 per year, Stream Explorers receive a TU 
membership card, special Stream Explorers decal, TU 
calendar, full chapter membership, and four issues per 
year of Stream Explorers magazine.  For just a little bit 
more, Stream Explorers can also get books, DVDs, or 
caps selected just for them.  Groups can buy Stream 
Explorers memberships at a discount, only $8 apiece for 
12 or more memberships.  Contact Headwaters Youth 
Program Staff for more information. 

 
 

http://www.tu.org/streamexplorers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:tu242pics@gmail.com
http://tucohutta.org/photos/
mailto:tu242news@gmail.com
mailto:rgandour@tu.org
mailto:rgandour@tu.org
http://www.tu.org/streamexplorers
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Cohutta TU Chapter Supporters 

Thank these folks for supporting the Cohutta TU 

Chapter throughout the year. 

 
John Fravel   Charred Oak Spirits 
 http://rjrspirits.com  Phone  888-917-9172 
 
Matt Walters Walters Fly Rods | Southeastern 
Fly Rods      404-507-6894
    http://www.waltersflyrods.com/ 
 
Joe DiPietro     North Georgia Trout Fishing
 706-851-4001  fannintrout@gmail.com 
   http://fannintrout.wix.com/troutman 
 
Mr. Wagner  Smithgall Woods    706-878-3087
  http://gastateparks.org/SmithgallWoods 
 

Jimmy Harris Unicoi Outfitters 706-878-3083
     www.unicoioutfitters.com 

Chris Scalley River through Atlanta    
770-650-8630 www.riverthroughatlanta.com 

 

Henry Cowen Cowen's Quality Flies and Guide 
Service   henryc@marmellatacorp.com
  home 678-513-1934  cell 678-677-5382 
 
 
David Hulsey     Noontootla Creek Farms 
(706)838-0585    www.ncfga.net 
 
Dane Law Southeastern Anglers   
866-55TROUT www.southeasternanglers.com
       ticboat@aol.com  
 

Mack Martin  Atlanta Fly Fishing School        
404-550-6890   www.atlantaflyfishingschool.com 

Andy Bowen Cohutta Fishing Company     
770-606-1100       www.cohuttafishingco.com 

 

 
 
 

Thank you L.L. Bean 
 
The Cohutta Chapter received five Angler II rod/reel 
kits from L.L. Bean through a program from TU 
National. Chapter Presidents were asked to submit a 
request if these could be used for youth/veteran 
outings and instruction. We will put these to use in 
the near future. Our gratitude to L.L. Bean for their 
support to Trout Unlimited. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://rjrspirits.com/
http://www.waltersflyrods.com/
mailto:fannintrout@gmail.com
http://fannintrout.wix.com/troutman
http://gastateparks.org/SmithgallWoods
http://www.unicoioutfitters.com/
http://www.riverthroughatlanta.com/
mailto:henryc@marmellatacorp.com
http://www.ncfga.net/
http://www.southeasternanglers.com/
mailto:ticboat@aol.com
http://www.atlantaflyfishingschool.com/
http://www.cohuttafishingco.com/
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